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MEXICO CITY CONSENSUS 
 
The Governments of the countries participating in the ninth session of the Regional Conference on 
Women in Latin America and the Caribbean, 
 

Gathered in Mexico City from 10 to 12 June 2004,  
 

Recalling that next year will mark the thirtieth anniversary of the United Nations World 
Conference of the International Women’s Year (the first of the world conferences on women), held in 
Mexico in 1975; the tenth anniversary of the Fourth World Conference on Women; and the fifth 
anniversary of the special session of the General Assembly entitled "Women 2000: gender equality, 
development and peace for the twenty-first century", of the Millennium Summit and of the eighth session 
of the Regional Conference on Women in Latin America and the Caribbean, 
 

Considering that at the eighth session of the Regional Conference on Women in Latin America 
and the Caribbean, held in Lima, Peru, in February 2000, it was agreed that the implementation of the 
Regional Programme of Action for the Women of Latin America and the Caribbean should be extended 
beyond 2001, 
 

Bearing in mind that the Regional Conference on Women in Latin America and the Caribbean is 
a subsidiary organ of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean and that its 
Presiding Officers, at their thirty-fifth meeting, agreed that the ninth session of the Conference should 
focus on reviewing the implementation and fulfilment of international and regional agreements and on the 
analysis of two central themes of strategic importance to the region: (i) poverty, economic autonomy and 
gender equity and (ii) empowerment, political participation and institution-building, 
 

Acknowledging the contribution of the women’s movement, in all its manifestations, to the 
development of public policies with a gender perspective in the region, taking racial, ethnic and 
generational diversity into account, and, in particular, to the development of machineries for the 
advancement of women at the international, regional and national levels, 
 

Highlighting the significant contribution women make towards reducing poverty and 
strengthening democracy, gender equality, social justice and development in the countries of the region, 
 
 Voicing their concern about the negative social effects of structural adjustment policies and, 
under certain circumstances, free trade, one of whose dimensions is the fragmentation of social policies, 
and about heavy external debt service obligations,  
 
 Recognizing that the benefits and costs of globalization are inequitably distributed, both within 
and between countries, and that developing countries face special difficulties in meeting this challenge,  
 

Acknowledging the progress made in the areas of legislation, education, health, labour, measures 
to end violence, sustainable development and the design of public policies that promote gender equity, 
  

Recognizing that this progress is insufficient and that efforts and available resources must be 
redoubled if the countries are to meet their common goals and objectives, given the multiple obstacles 
they continue to face in this regard,  
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Further recognizing the importance of promoting and strengthening affirmative actions for 
empowering rural, indigenous, Afro-descendent, young and elderly women and for increasing their access 
to resources, 
 

Deploring the various forms of violence and their manifestations against women, adolescents and 
children in the region, 
 

Recognizing the magnitude of migration in the region and the need to promote and protect the 
human rights and fundamental freedoms of migrant men and women, while acknowledging the 
importance of remittances as a major source of foreign exchange in migrants’ countries of origin, as well 
as the positive contribution migrants make to the societies that receive them, 
 

1. Welcome the document prepared by the secretariat, entitled "Roads towards gender 
equity in Latin America and the Caribbean", and recognize that, as it represents the outcome of a process 
of consultation with representatives of the States members of the Conference, which included five 
subregional meetings, two of which were conducted using communication technologies, it reflects an 
approach that is shared by the Latin American and Caribbean Governments; 
 

2. Reaffirm the agreements adopted at the three subregional preparatory meetings for the 
Caribbean, Central America and Mexico, and South America, held in Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, 
Honduras and Brazil, respectively, to provide inputs for this ninth session of the Conference; 
 

3. Also reaffirm our commitment to the objectives set out in the Platform for Action of the 
Fourth World Conference on Women (Beijing, 1995), the Programme of Action of the International 
Conference on Population and Development (Cairo, 1994), the Programme of Action of the World 
Summit for Social Development (Copenhagen, 1995), the Plan of Action of the World Conference against 
Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance (Durban, 2001) and the Millennium 
Declaration (New York, 2000) adopted by the United Nations General Assembly, and to all agreements 
reaffirming Governments’ adherence to this international agenda;3  
 

4. Reiterate that the full and effective implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action, 
the Regional Programme of Action for the Women of Latin America and the Caribbean, the Caribbean 
Community Plan of Action and the commitments referred to in paragraph 3 above is an essential 
contribution to the achievement of the development goals contained in the United Nations Millennium 
Declaration;  
 

5. Note with satisfaction that most of the national delegations accredited to this ninth 
session of the Conference include parliamentarians and representatives of civil society, in accordance 
with the agreement adopted at the thirty-fifth meeting of the Presiding Officers; 
 

                                                      
3  United Nations, Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action. Report of the Fourth World Conference 

on Women (A/CONF.177/20), Beijing, 1995; Report of the International Conference on Population 
and Development (A/CONF.171/13/Rev.1), Cairo, September 1994; Report of the World Summit for 
Social Development (A/CONF.166/9), Copenhagen, 6-12 March 1995; Report of the World 
Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance 
(A/CONF.189/12), Durban, 31 August - 8 September 2001; Millennium Declaration (General 
Assembly resolution 55/2), New York, September 2000. 
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6. The Governments of the countries participating in the ninth session of the Regional 
Conference on Women in Latin America and the Caribbean reaffirm our determination to: 

 
(i) Adopt measures in all spheres, particularly the political, social, economic and cultural 

spheres, including legislative measures and institutional reforms, to ensure the full 
development and advancement of women of all ages, with a view to guaranteeing 
their access to justice and their exercise and enjoyment of all human rights, including 
civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights, and fundamental freedoms on a 
basis of equality with men; 

 
(ii) Strive to incorporate a gender perspective, taking racial, ethnic and generational 

diversity into account, into the design, implementation and evaluation of public 
policies, using follow-up and assessment instruments and guaranteeing transparency 
in public management to institutionalize accountability and disseminate information 
on progress towards the fulfilment of goals and the genuine civic participation of 
women;  

 
(iii) Ensure that the gender perspective, taking racial, ethnic and generational diversity 

into account, is fully included in the design and implementation of national 
development plans and public policies and programmes in all areas of State action, as 
well as in the process of budgeting resources to finance them; 

 
(iv) Design and implement public policies that help to redress the conditions of poverty 

affecting women in the region, especially in least developed countries and small 
island developing States, and that recognize the differential impact on men and 
women of the uneven distribution of the benefits and costs of globalization; 

 
(v) Adopt proactive policies to promote job creation, including affirmative actions for 

ensuring that men and women enjoy equal conditions in the labour market, and to 
strengthen women’s entrepreneurial capacity, ensuring full respect for their rights at 
work and their individual rights, as well as their equitable access to the benefits of 
social protection; 

 
(vi) Recognize the economic value of unpaid domestic and productive work, afford 

protection and support to women working in the informal sector, particularly in 
relation to caregiving services for children and elderly persons, and implement 
policies for reconciling family and work responsibilities, involving both men and 
women in this process; 

 
(vii) Encourage States to include gender impact considerations, taking racial, ethnic and 

generational diversity into account, in developing their national policies and positions 
relative to the negotiation of bilateral and regional trade agreements, and to include 
gender equity and equality as a priority within national and regional trade capacity-
building strategies; 

 
(viii) Review and assess policies and legislation with a view to strengthening the parental 

obligation to pay economic support for boys, girls and adolescents and other 
dependants, and exhort States to negotiate treaties for prosecuting and/or collecting 
monies due from those who evade these obligations; 
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(ix) Implement education policies that meet the countries’ development needs, 

encouraging education for all women and promoting their access to economic, 
technological and scientific activities conducive to their equitable participation in a 
globalized world; 

 
(x) Foster a culture of respect for the human rights of women and carry out wide-ranging 

programmes to raise awareness in this regard at all levels of education, and 
incorporate human rights education with a gender, racial and ethnic perspective at all 
levels of education; 

 
(xi) Review and implement legislation guaranteeing the responsible exercise of sexual 

and reproductive rights and non-discriminatory access to health services, including 
sexual and reproductive health, in accordance with the Lima Consensus; 

 
(xii) Intensify efforts for the prevention, diagnosis and treatment of sexually transmitted 

diseases, particularly HIV/AIDS, while safeguarding the rights of women and girls 
living with the virus and guaranteeing access, without discrimination, to information, 
care, education and services for HIV/AIDS prevention; 

 
(xiii) Strengthen the full participation of women in environmental conservation and 

management with a view to achieving sustainable development; 
 

(xiv) Take steps to promote and protect the human rights of migrant men and women, in 
accordance with each country’s constitutional precepts and the international 
instruments in force; 

 
(xv) Adopt the comprehensive measures needed to eliminate all forms of violence and 

their manifestations against all women, including domestic violence, sexual abuse 
and harassment, incest, sexual exploitation and the trafficking and smuggling of 
women and girls, forced prostitution, murder, systematic rape and violence in 
situations of armed conflict, among others, and to eliminate unilateral measures 
contrary to international law and the Charter of the United Nations; 

 
(xvi) Promote all women’s access to information and communication technologies as a 

means of eradicating poverty and fostering development; 
 

(xvii) Enhance the development of an information system based on statistics disaggregated 
by sex, with a view to effectively mainstreaming a gender perspective, taking racial, 
ethnic and generational diversity into account, in all government programmes and 
policies, placing special emphasis on the issues of poverty, unpaid work, time use, 
gender-based violence and international migration; 

 
(xviii) Design and revise laws to ensure that, where private ownership of land and property 

exists, women are accorded full and equal rights to own land and other property, 
including through the right to inheritance, and undertake administrative reforms and 
other necessary measures to give women the same right as men to credit, capital, 
appropriate technologies and access to markets and information; 

 



 17 

(xix) Guarantee that national machineries for the advancement of women are provided 
with financial and human resources, build their political capacity and consolidate 
their institutional status at the highest possible level to ensure that they can fulfil their 
mandates efficiently and effectively;  

 
(xx) Develop closer ties of collaboration between national machineries for women and 

regional and international organizations; 
 

(xxi) Promote the full and equal participation of men and women at all levels of decision-
making in the State, society and the marketplace, and promote the participation of civil 
society, including non-governmental organizations and women’s organizations, in 
decision-making processes at the local, national, regional and global levels to progress 
in the construction and exercise of full citizenship by all the women of the region; 

 
(xxii) Develop instruments for monitoring and assessing public policies with a view to 

mainstreaming a gender perspective, taking racial, ethnic and generational diversity 
into account, in all State actions; 

 
(xxiii) Invite legislative bodies in the region to review their countries’ laws with a view to 

harmonizing them with international instruments concerning human rights and the 
elimination of discrimination against women, children and adolescents; 

 
(xxiv) Urge Governments that have not yet done so to consider ratifying and effectively 

implementing the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
against Women and its Optional Protocol, as well as the Inter-American Convention 
for the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence against Women, and to 
adopt an effective mechanism for the implementation and follow-up of the latter 
Convention by the States parties thereto; 

 
(xxv) Promote international cooperation to support the activities of national machineries for 

the advancement of women to implement the Beijing Platform for Action, and urge 
United Nations organizations and specialized agencies to continue to support national 
efforts to ensure equal rights and create opportunities for women in the region 
through cooperation programmes, studies and research, among other initiatives, in 
accordance with their mandates; 

 
7. Welcome the research agenda proposed in the document "Roads towards gender equity in 

Latin America and the Caribbean" and request the ECLAC secretariat to take the necessary steps to put it 
into practice, in collaboration with Governments in the region and other international organizations;  
 

8. Declare that the Mexico City Consensus shall constitute the region’s contribution to the 
work of the Commission on the Status of Women at its forty-ninth session, to be held in March 2005; 
 

9. Request the Chairperson to submit the present Consensus to the Economic Commission 
for Latin America and the Caribbean for consideration at its thirtieth session, to be held in June and July 
2004; 
 

10. Thank the people and Government of Mexico for having provided the facilities for 
holding this session of the Conference and for their warm hospitality. 




